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August 3, 1900 1966 

This river, a tortuous and deep stream, is navigable for fruit vessels 
for about 60 miles; on both banks are banana plantations and other 
tropical growths. 

On the arrival of a fruit vessel at the bluffs, as the promontory on which 
the custom-house is situated is called, orders are sent by the agents of the 
fruit company to the various plantations to cut bananas for this ship. 
At the head of navigation of the river is situated the village of Rama, 
in the heart of the banana district, to which point the vessel soon pro- 
ceeds, and is anchored in midstream, there to await her cargo. Tug- 
boats, towing barges, go from plantation to plantation and gather up the 
fruit into these barges, which when full are towed to the side of the 
vessel, there unloaded by a gang of laborers taken from Blueflelds, 
whose luggage has been disinfected prior to their leaving Blueflelds. 
Cama is an intermediate settlement between the bluff and Rama, 
opposite which vessels sometimes anchor in midstream and take on 
fruit from barges as at Bama. When loaded the vessel proceeds down 
the river to the bluff and anchors, there awaiting the dispatch boat from 
Blueflelds with passengers and baggage which has been examined and 
disinfected under the supervision of the acting assistant surgeon of the 
Marine Hospital Service and the medical inspector of the Louisiana 
State board of health. As soon as these officers inspect the ship and 
her crew, and give the necessary bills of health and passenger certifi- 
cates to the master, the ship proceeds to sea. 

The disinfecting chamber is located at end of wharf from which pas- 
sengers embark for ship ; is 15 by 12 by 10 feet, a partition cutting off 
5 feet of the length, making an extra room for the generator and supply 
of formaldehyd. All walls, floor, and ceiling are built of tongued and 
grooved plank in 2 layers, with tar paper between. Baggage for all 
passengers is placed in this room the afternoon previous to the depart- 
ure of the ship, and thus exposed to formaldehyd gas from twelve to 
fifteen hours. 

Much assistance was afforded me in securing information by Acting 
Asst. Surg. Duke W. Goodman of the Service, and also by Medical 
Officer L. A. Wailes of the Louisiana State board of health. 

I will return to New Orleans by the Norwegian steamship Suniva, 
which leaves this port to-morrow morning, July 22, 1900, there to 
take steamer for Cuba, Spanish Honduras, there being no transportation 
facilities at this point to either the north or east coast of Spanish or 
British Honduras. 

Respectfully, Wm. H. Carson, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Plague and smallpox in Manila. 

Manila, P. I., June 18, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that during the week ended June 16, 
1900, there occurred in Manila 6 cases of plague and 3 deaths. Five 
Chinese and 1 Filipino were affected. 

During the same period there occurred 1 case of smallpox and no 
death. 

Respectfully, J. C. Perry, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon. U. 8. M. H. fi. 
The Surgeon-General, U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 



